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With COVID-19 still running rampant, IPSC is following CDC

guidelines and Utah government recommendations. This includes a

mandatory requirement to wear face coverings in common areas

and when social distancing cannot be maintained. The use of face

coverings helps prevent the spread of COVID-19. The mask may not
protect the wearer, but it may keep the wearer from spreading the

virus to others. Face coverings are not respirators and should not be

used as such! Face coverings are to protect others from you.

Filtering Facepiece Respirators (FFRs or disposable N95 respirator)

are used on a voluntary use basis at IPSC and should only be used in

areas or situations to protect the user from particulates. These

respirators are not to be used when the user needs to be protected

against gases, vapors, or very small particles of fumes or smoke.

Respirators are one of the most important pieces of personal

protective equipment (PPE) that is provided to employees by the

company. Respirators are so important to safety, that OSHA has

mandated that employees receive fit testing and training on tight
fitting respirators annually.

Respirator protection must be worn whenever working in a

hazardous atmosphere. The appropriate respirator wi!! depend on

the contaminant(s) to which an individual is exposed and the
protection factor required. Required respirators must be N IOSH-

approved and medical evaluation and training must be provided

before use.

The respirators that are supplied by the company and that
employees are required to be fit tested on annually include: Air

Purifying Respirator (APR) Half-face and Full-face, Powered Air

Purifying Respirator (PAPR), and Self Contained Breathing Apparatus
(SCBA). Each one of these respirators have an assigned fit factor. A

fit factor is the amount of protection that each type of respirator can

provide for the user when donned properly. For example, the PEL

for SO2 is 2 ppm, the assigned protection factor for a half-face

respirator is 10, so 2X10 equals 20. This means half-face respirator

can be worn in an environment with SO2 as long as the amount of
SO2 is under 20 ppm. IPSC adheres to the action level (AL) which is

half of the OSHA PEL, so with SO2 the AL is t ppm which means a

half-face respirator can be used as long as the amount of SO2 is

under L0 ppm.

o Half-face respirators can be used for protection against most

vapors, acid gases, dust, or welding fumes. Cartridges/filters

must match contaminant(s) and be changed periodically. A half-

face respirator has a NIOSH assigned protection factor of 10.

o Full-face respirators are more protective than half-face

respirators. They can also be used for protection against most

vapors, acid gases, dust, or welding fumes. The face-shield

protects face and eyes from irritants and contaminants.

Cartridges/filters must match contaminant(s) and be changed

periodically. A full-face respirator has a NIOSH assigned

protection factor of 50.

o Powered-Air-Purifying Respirators (PAPR) offer breathing

comfort from a battery-powered fan which pulls air through

filters and circulates air throughout the mask. Cartridges/filters

must match contaminant(s) and be changed periodica!!y. A

PAPR with a full-face piece has a NIOSH assigned protection

factor of 50.

. A Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA) is used for entry
and escape from atmospheres that are considered immediately

dangerous to life and health (IDLH) or oxygen deficient. They

use their own air tank. A SCBA has a NIOSH assigned protection

factor of 1,0,000 and is the only type of respirator that can be

used in oxygen deficient or IDLH type of atmosphere.

Respirators are so important to safety that OSHA mandates that the

employer shall not permit respirators with tight-fitting face-pieces to
be worn by employees who have:

. Facial hair that comes between the sealing surface of the face-

piece and the face or that interferes with valve function.
. Any condition that interferes with the face-to-face-piece seal or

valve function.

For all tight-fitting respirators, the employer shall ensure that the

employees perform a user seal check each time they put on the

respirato r.

Employees are responsible for cleaning their personal respirators

after each use.

Respirators shall be stored to protect from damage, contamination,

dust, sunlight, extreme temperatures, excessive moisture, and

damaging chemicals. They should also be stored to prevent

deformation of the face-piece and exhalation valve.

During the annual fit test please remember to bring your persona!

respirator(s). This will help to ensure that your respirator(s) not only

fits properly, but that it is in good working condition as well.

Respirators are an important part of the PPE that the company
provides for our safety, so please use yours correctly and whenever

it is needed.
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