
Slips, trips, and falls account for many industry accidents.  

Slips, trips, and falls are the second leading cause, following 

motor vehicles, of workplace fatalities.  

In an attempt to remove potential hazards from the 

workplace, OSHA developed 1910, Subpart D: Walking—

Working Surfaces.  OSHA standards for walking and working 

surfaces apply to all permanent places of employment, except 

where domestic, mining, or agricultural work only is 

performed.  

HOUSEKEEPING  

Some of the most frequently cited violations in Subpart D 

involves housekeeping. 

 • All places of employment, passageways, storerooms, and 

service rooms must be kept clean and orderly and in a sanitary 

condition.  

• The floor of every workroom is to be maintained in a clean 

and, so far as possible, a dry condition.  Where wet processes 

are used, drainage is to be maintained and gratings, mats, or 

dry standing places should be provided.  

• Every floor, working place, and passageway must be kept 

free from protruding nails, splinters, holes, or loose boards.  

AISLES AND PASSAGEWAYS  

• Aisles and passageways are to be kept clear and in good 

repair with no obstruction across or in aisles that could create 

a hazard.  

• Permanent aisles and passageways must be appropriately 

marked.  

• Where mechanical handling equipment is used, aisles need 

to be sufficiently wide.  Improper aisle widths coupled with 

poor housekeeping and vehicle traffic can cause injury to 

employees, damage equipment, and limit egress in 

emergencies.  

COVERS AND GUARDRAILS  

 Covers and/or guardrails must be provided to protect 

personnel from the hazards of open pits, tanks, vats, 

ditches, and other openings.  

 

WALKING SURFACES INSPECTIONS 

The Central Safety Committee members perform monthly 

walk downs throughout the plant.  One thing that they look 

for is hazardous conditions on all walking working surfaces.  If 

something is found it is either immediately corrected or it is 

reported and turned into an action item to be completed as 

quickly as possible.   

STAIRWAY SAFETY 

 • Slippery conditions on stairways must be eliminated.  Clean 

up any spills on the stairs.  When stairs are outside, keep them 

free of snow and ice.  

• Stairways need to be kept free of any clutter.  Stairs are 

required to have a handrail. 

LADDER SAFETY 

 Inspect the ladder for defects before use. 

 Never use a metal ladder near electrical lines. 

 Stepladders and platform ladders must be used in the A 

shape position. 

 Set up the ladder on a firm, solid surface. 

 Use three points of contact while climbing or descending 

the ladder. 

 Extension ladders need to be set up in a 4:1 ratio. 

SCAFFOLDING SAFETY 

 A heavy duty scaffold is designed and constructed to carry 

a working load not to exceed 75 pounds per square foot. 

 Toe boards are used to guard against materials falling 

from the scaffolding. 

 Scaffold planks, must extend over their supports at least 6 

inches if not pleated down and cannot extend more than 

18 inches over their support. 

 Only OSHA approved planks can be used on a scaffolding. 

 Depending on the load, scaffold planks can have a span up 

to 10 feet. 

Walking working surfaces takes into account a variety of 

potential hazards.  This is why it is important for employees to 

know what to look for in their working environments. 

On the back of this newsletter is a safety quiz. Everyone who 

completes the quiz and turns it in to the Fish Bowl by the end 

of February will be entered into a drawing.  
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SAFETY QUIZ 

1. OSHA’s walking-working surface regulations concentrate on the safe design, construction, and 

maintenance of:  

a. Scaffolds and ladders  

b. Stairs  

c. Manually propelled mobile ladder stands  

d. All of the above  

e. None of the above 

2. Passageways and storerooms must be kept clean and orderly. True or false? 

3. If a floor is not in a high traffic area, it can have loose boards, splinters, and protruding nails. True or 

false? 

4. Hazardous open pits, tanks, or vats must be protected by using: 

a. Warning signs only 

b. Covers and/or guardrails 

c. Covers only 

d. Guardrails only 

5. Monthly safety walk downs are performed by:  

a. All employees 

b. VOLTS 

c. Central Safety Committee members 

d. Staff 

6. Studies have shown that an employee is likely to be carrying something in his/her hands when a fall 

occurs from a ladder. True or false? 

7. A tip for using ladders safely includes: 

a. Inspect the ladder for defects after you have climbed to the top 

b. Use metal ladders near electrical lines 

c. Use stepladders as straight ladders 

d. Set up the ladder on a firm, solid surface 

8. A heavy duty scaffold is designed and constructed to carry a working load not to exceed: 

a. 25 pounds per square foot 

b. 50 pounds per square foot 

c. 75 pounds per square foot 

d. 1,000 pounds per square foot 

9. The part of a scaffold that guards against materials falling from the platform is the: 

a. Brace 

b. Putlog 

c. Toeboard 

d. Coupler 

10. Any grade of timber can be used to construct a scaffold. True or false? 


