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Like it or not, winter weather is s ll with us.  If you 
believe the groundhog, winter will be around for at 
least a few more weeks.  The winter of 2016‐17 has 
been a challenge for travelers across the country, 
and Utah has been no excep on.  Weather 
forecasters tell us that plenty 
of cold, wet weather may s ll 
be in store for us before spring 
finally arrives.  A few safe 
winter driving ps are always 
in order.  Consumer Reports 
offers the following ten ps 
for safe winter driving: 
 
1. Clear off the snow and ice 

before driving.  If snow 
has fallen since your car was parked, take the 

me to thoroughly brush it off the vehicle—
including the roof—and scrape any ice from the 
windows.  “Peephole driving” through a small, 
cleared spot on your windshield reduces your 
visibility and is quite dangerous. 

 

2. Accelerate slowly to reduce wheel spin.  If 
star ng from a stands ll on slick snow or ice, 
start in second gear if you have a manual 
transmission or gear‐selectable automa c so 
the vehicle is less likely to spin the res. 

 
3. Reduce your speed and drive smoothly.  In 

slippery condi ons, res lose their grip more 
easily, affec ng all aspects of your driving:  

braking, turning, and accelera ng. 
 
4. Allow longer braking 
distances.  Plan on star ng your 
braking sooner than you normally 
would in dry condi ons to give 
yourself extra room, and use more 
gentle pressure on the brake 
pedal. 
 

5. Don’t lock your wheels when braking.  Locked 
wheels can make the vehicle slide or skid.  If you 
have an older vehicle without an an lock 
braking system (ABS), you may need to gently 
apply the brakes repeatedly in a pulsing mo on 
to avoid having them lock up the wheels.  If 
your vehicle has ABS, simply depress the brake 
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pedal firmly and hold it down.  The shuddering 
sounds and pedal feeling is expected; don’t li  
off the brake, the system is doing its job. 

 
6. Perform one ac on at a me when accelera ng, 

braking, and turning.  Asking a vehicle to do two 
things at once—such as braking and turning, or 
accelera ng and turning—can reduce your 
control.  When 
taking a turn on a 
slippery surface, for 
instance, slowly 
apply the brakes 
while the vehicle is 
going straight. 

 
7. Avoid sudden 

ac ons when 
cornering.  A 
sudden maneuver—
such as hard braking, a quick turn of the steering 
wheel, sudden accelera on, or shi ing a manual 
transmission—can upset a vehicle’s dynamics 
when it’s taking a turn.  Rapidly transferring the 
weight from one end or corner to another can 
throw a car off balance.  In slick condi ons, this 
can cause it to more easily go out of control. 
 

8. Be ready to correct for a slide.  Should the rear 
end of the vehicle begin to slide during a turn, 
gently let off on the accelerator and turn the 
steering wheel in the direc on of the slide.  This 
will help straighten it out. Electronic stability 
control will also help keep control in a slide 
situa on.  Remember, safety systems may bend 

the laws of physics, but they can’t overcome 
stupid. 
 

9. Don’t let four‐ or all‐wheel drive give you a false 
sense of security.  Four‐ and all‐wheel drive 
systems only provide extra trac on when 
accelera ng.  They provide no advantage when 
braking or cornering. 

 
10. Be extra wary of 
other motorists.  They 
may not be driving as 
cau ously as you, so 
leave extra space, 
avoid distrac ons, and 
be predictable, 
signaling clearly ahead 
of any turns or lane 
changes. 
 

Let’s take extra care when driving, no ma er what 
the road condi ons are, and remember to Always 
Buckle Up! 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

In October 2016, IPSC employees reached a significant milestone by working for a full year with no lost‐
me injuries incurred by any IPSC employee.  This accomplishment has only been realized four mes in 

the 30+ year history of IPSC.  This milestone is even more impressive when considering the aging 
workforce of IPSC employees as our shoulders, knees, hips, etc., become more fragile and prone to injury 
every year.  Being extra safe requires extra effort.  Your efforts toward safety are appreciated by every 
employee who goes home safely to his/her family every day a er work. You made this happen by finding 

me to take the extra steps to ensure your own safety and the safety of your coworkers.  Thank you for 
your compassion and concern for those around you and for the families who depend on them.  Working 
together, we can con nue to make our workplace the safest that it can be. 

Thanks for all you do! 


