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It’s March and the days are ge ng longer.  

Hopefully, spring is on the way.  It is also outage 

season again.  At IPSC, this me of year presents 

opportuni es to learn more about the power plant, 

make needed repairs, and bring about 

improvement in machinery and other equipment.  

It also provides a chance to recognize and iden fy 

safety hazards and take steps to reduce exposure 

and improve our behaviors in rela on to those 

hazards.  The outage is a me to be extra vigilant 

and a en ve to safety concerns and for looking out 

for one another.   

 

As we all know, outage season presents a whole 

new list of safety concerns that may be unique to 

the outage.  Personnel are entering confined spaces 

that can only be accessed when the genera ng 

units are shut down.  Equipment is being repaired 

and rebuilt on a scale that only happens during this 

me of year.  Employees are working on equipment 

that may be unfamiliar to them in an environment 

that provides its own par cular challenges.  

Employees are working longer hours and may 

experience both physical and mental fa gue and 

Outage Time Again! 



frustra on.  IPSC employees have always and will 

always rise to the challenge and the demands that 

the outage presents.  It is a me, however, that 

requires heightened safety awareness and 

performance. 

 

One of the most important things we can do during 

an outage to enhance our safety and the safety of 

our coworkers is to communicate our safety 

concerns in safety mee ngs and in safety discussions 

with our peers.  If you no ce a poten al exposure to 

a safety hazard, please point it out and share that 

concern with anyone who may be working in that 

area.  Past work experiences 

on specific tasks, along with 

new ideas about safer 

procedures, provide 

powerful and effec ve tools 

in reducing or elimina ng 

the possibility of accidents 

and injury. 

 

A few specific things to keep in mind during the 

outage: 

 

1. Follow proper tagging procedures.  These 

procedures have been designed to protect you 

and everyone else working on the equipment. 

 

2. Follow procedures and safety recommenda ons 

outlined on work orders.  Most work orders 

involve tasks that have been done before.  Take 

advantage of the experience of those who have 

performed the task previously. Read the notes. 

 

3. Be careful working and 

driving around heavy 

equipment.  Remember 

that heavy equipment 

always has the right of 

way.  Many mes the 

operators cannot hear 

or see you.  It’s your responsibility to stay out of 

their path. 

 

4. Use fall protec on when working at heights.  

Outage work o en finds us working around 

edges or other places with fall poten al.  Please 

take the me to ensure your safety by using 

appropriate fall protec on. 

5. Wear your PPE!  The outage presents even more 

at‐risk situa ons for respiratory issues, eye and 

face injuries, chemical and other burns to body 

parts, smashed feet and toes, head injuries, and 

a wide assortment of injuries to the fingers and 

hands. 

 

Whatever task you’re performing during the outage 

and whatever the degree of urgency is to complete 

the job, please put forth the effort and take the me 

to make safety your very first and highest priority.  

The VOLTS observa on checklist provides a handy 

safety outline to follow.  Sharing observa ons with 

each other provides opportunity to exchange 

feedback, ideas, concerns, and sugges ons for 

improved safety. 

 

 

Work safe, work smart! 
 

Thanks for all you do! 
 

NEVER POSITION YOURSELF  
DIRECTLY IN FRONT/BEHIND 


