
Hazardous materials are substances that can 

pose a safety risk to health, property, and the 

environment.  Hazardous materials can be solid, 

liquid, or gas.  They include a wide range of 

materials such as toxic chemicals, radioactive 

materials, biological agents, flammables, or 

explosive substances.  IPP and other power 

plants handle a variety of hazardous materials 

such as coal, oil, and chemicals that are used for 

maintenance, cleaning, and waste products from 

the energy generation process.  The Hazard 

Communication Program, PAI # 92, requires a 

Safety Data Sheet (SDS) for every hazardous 

material on plant site.  This month the focus will  

be on reviewing SDSs, and the importance of 

personal safety, for any assignment an employee 

may be given where hazardous materials will be 

used. 

SDS (Safety Data Sheets) 

The information needed for hazardous materials  

on plant site can be found in the SDS.  When 

handling, storing, and transporting chemicals, the 

SDS will aid in determining any required PPE and 

includes information such as the properties of 

each chemical: physical health, environmental 

health hazards, and safety precautions .   

The SDS is broken into 16 separate sections. 

Sections 1 through 8 contain general information 

about the chemicals identification, hazards, 

composition, safe handling practices, and 

emergency control measures.  These sections are 

written for those who need rapid access to 

information, such as users of the chemical, and 

emergency responders. 

 

Sections 9 through 11 and 16 contain other 

technical and scientific information, such as 

physical and chemical properties, stability and 

reactivity information, toxicological information, 

exposure control information, and other 

information including the date of preparation or 

last revision. 

 

Sections 12 through 15, contain information 

consistent with the UN Globally Harmonized 

System of Classification and Labeling of 

Chemicals (GHS). 

Where can you find an SDS? 

 On the IPSC home page under the Safety 

Data Sheet Tab.  Here you can search by 

product name, manufacturer, CAS #, or 

ingredients. 

 Environmental Engineering Library 

 Main Control Room 

 Converter Station 

 Railcar Center 

 USB Lunchroom 

 GSB Conference Room 5 

 Safety Office 

 Hazmat Response Trailer 

The SDSs are available to everyone through the 

written Hazard Communication program PAI #92.  

The print and online versions are regularly 

maintained and updated.  Through training and 

knowledge of the hazards, which  may be 

encountered, we can better prepare for safer 

outcomes.  It is up to each of us to be prepared 

and constantly look out for the safety and 

wellbeing of ourselves and our coworkers.  Be 

safe, and remember to review SDSs. 
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