October 2025

By: James Dean

Fire Prevention
Month

Editor: Gina Henrie

Intermountain Power Service Corporation

The National theme for Fire Prevention month 2025 is
“Charge into Fire Safety: Lithium-lon Batteries in Your
Home.” Take a minute and think of everything you have
in your home that uses lithium-ion batteries. We use
these items daily—carrying them in our pockets, and in
some cases, even putting them in our mouths. Most of
today’s electronics are powered by lithium-ion batteries,
including:

Smartphones and Watches
Tablets

Laptops

Power tools

Yard equipment
Headphones

E-cigarettes

Toys

Remote Controls

When lithium-ion batteries are not used correctly or
become damaged they can overheat, starting fires, or
even explode. To reduce these risks, take a moment to
look around your home and workplace and identify the
devices powered by them. Lithium-ion batteries are
powerful, convenient, and nearly everywhere you look.
This year’s Fire Prevention campaign encourages

everyone to follow the Buy, Charge, and Recycle Safely

approach.

Buy only listed products

When buying a product that uses a lithium-ion
battery, take time to research it. Look for a stamp
from a nationally recognized testing lab on both
the packaging and the product—which indicates
that it meets important safety standards.

Products sold online or in stores may not meet
safety standards, increasing the risk of fire.

Charge devices safely

¢ Always use the charging cable that came with
the product, and follow the manufacturer’s
instructions.

e If you need a new charger, purchase one from
the manufacturer or one that has been approved
by the manufacturer.

e Charge your device on a hard, flat surface.
Avoid charging it under a pillow, on a bed, or on
a couch, as this could increase the risk of fire.

¢ Do not overcharge your device. Unplug it or
remove the battery once it is fully charged.

Recycle batteries responsibly

e Never throw lithium-ion batteries in the trash or
in regular recycling bins—they can catch fire.

e The safest way to dispose of batteries or devices
is to take them to a certified battery recycling
location. Visit call2recycle.org to find a nearby
center.

Remember to Stay safe this October by practicing
fire safety both at work and at home. Share the
lessons you learn with your family and others. As
we prepare to transition to a new facility, let’s remain
mindful of potential hazards—stay safe, and always
look out for those working around you.




